Spend the night on earth,
Learn from the land

~Experience that redefines what rich life it is for us~
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Five years had passed since then, in 201 6. The building was set up, and
all kinds of machines started to run in order to collect data. But if people
did not live in it, these buildings had little meaning. So, they came to our
company for advice on how to gather more people. When we thought about
what kind of experience would be best for utilizing this building, we
decided to turn it intfo a hotel. Because we thought that the most
valuable experience would be to stay in an architecture that was built

I 0 years ago with a focus on the SDGs that society is talking about now.

We wanted to make this place valuable through the experience of staying
here, as if we were really living here. And by spending our current daily
lives here, we could feel rich even though we don't have much.

That's why we decided to use the concept of

Spend The Night On Earth And Learn From The Land

instead of using various terms.

#1 Méme

An experimental house with the motif of an ancient house in Hokkaido. Sensors are
installed in the room tfo automatically measure changes in the thermal environment
such as heat load due to carbon dioxide emissions.

#3 BARN HOUSE

MEMU EARTH HOTEL was born in Nov. 20| 8 in Taiki-cho, Hiroo-gun,
Hokkaido.The hotel aims to provide service for the customers so they can enjoy the
progressive architecture and have a formative experience through the innocent
nature. It also has the function of an academic laboratory as it aims to transmit
information about re-reading resources. We interviewed Mr. Hiroto Harada of
Orange & Partners Co., Ltd., who produced this hotel.

—Could you tell us how the MEMU EARTH HOTEL was established?

There is really nothing in the place where I am now (Memu, Taiki-cho,
Hokkaido). There are fields and more cows than people. In the meantime,
the Great East Japan Earthquake in 201 | triggered a rethinking of energy
issues. People began to reconsider what a truly prosperous life is. Many
people moved to rural areas or shifted to producing something by
themselves for self-preservation.

Therefore, we started by building a house to spend comfortably in a harsh

.. environment such as Memu without using conventional energy as much as
i possible. Then, a project to build a house that makes the best use of the

characteristics of nature, which is a house adapted to cold regions, that
does not use as much fuel as possible such as electricity and kerosene,
had started. Kengo Kuma supervised the entire hotel, and their
architectures were the winners of the International University
Architecture Competition. That is the origin of this hotel.

#2 #2 HORIZON HOUSE

A residence that symbolizes the
dialogue created by living spaces
and pasture landscapes under the
theme of "RETREAT IN NATURE".
It uses sustainable mechanisms
to reduce energy consumption of
construction materials and wood
produced from the region to
contribute to the local economy.

The "barn house" has inherited the
memory and culture of a ranch and
presented a new form of symbiosis
between horses and humans. We
are conducting a demonstration
experiment in which horse
excrement is used not only as
compost but also the heat
generated in the process is used to
raise the room temperature.



—Please tell us more about the concept of "Spend The Night On
Earth And Learn From The Land".

The feeling of having nothing but great value is the key to the
concept of "Spend The Night On Earth". We build houses to make people
feel comfortable in such a harsh environment while using as little
conventional energy as possible. And we invite our customers to stay as
if they were living there. We want to make our guests feel the value of
this place through living close to nature.

"Learn From The Land" means that we want them to experience what we
are doing. For example, chopping wood for the fire in the wood-burning
stove, or going out to gather wild vegetables, there are many parts of
life that require a lot of work. But I feel that it is a very sensible
way of living. Also, our hotel is surrounded by a rich natural
environment. So, if you go to the mountains, you can get all kinds of
plants and food as if you were in a supermarket.

We want guests to redefine what luxurious life it is. We hope that
each of guests will find their own answer, whether they prefer the
convenience of urban life or a life close to nature.
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#4
A photo of the work of dismantling a
hunted deer with a guest. Think about
the preciousness of life through
dismantling work.
We are holding an event that proposes
sustainability through food and provides
customers with an opportunity to think
about the coexistence of nature and
people and a hint to think about the
essential affluence.

—What do you think about your current job, that is, working at MEMU
EARTH HOTEL?

I have a lot of fun in my work. Thinking about how to make use of the site,
how to contact with people, how to arrange this space, and what kind of
concept to create with the group, these processes are very interesting. Of
course, what makes me most meaningful is that I can directly contact
with the guests. Improving their experience here is also one of the fun.
In our company, there are a lot of one-off projects. For example, when it
comes to holding a fashion show event, it's only once. But what I'm doing
right now is to cultivate the soil, plant trees there, and decorate it. I want
to make something that will last a lifetime.

A

Editor’s note

"Spend The Night On Earth, Learn From The Land" means looking back
on our own life and understanding that sustainability is essential for
our truly rich life through the accommodation experience. MEMU
EARTH HOTEL expresses the concept of SDGs, and we felt that is an
initiative to lead a new tourism business. In addition, focusing on SDGs
can not only protect environment but also improve brand reputation.
Thorough this interview, we realized that it is certain that sustainability
will become a higher added value in tourism business in near future.
Written and edited by Ruka KIYAMA, Kaho YAMASHITA, XU Bore, GFR,
Hokkaido Uni.
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